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She Was In His Homeroom, And Would Probably Be In His English And Math Classes.
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The Boy Asked, "Did It Hurt?" "No," | Said, Almost Crying. The Kid Could See That It
Did. He Could See My Face Strain To Hold Back A Sob, Two Tears Dropping Like
Dimes Into The Dust. He Pedaled Away On His Bucket Of Bolts And Tossed It On His
Front Lawn. He Looked Back Before Climbing The Stairs And Disappeared Into The
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